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It has been told that in India, people catch monkeys by taking a large, strong gourd and cutting a 
�K�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�G�H���R�I���L�W���M�X�V�W���E�D�U�H�O�\���E�L�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���D���P�R�Q�N�H�\�¶�V���K�D�Q�G���W�R���I�L�W���L�Q�����7�K�H�\���W�K�H�Q���I�L�U�P�O�\���D�W�W�D�F�K��
�W�K�H���J�R�X�U�G���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�P�E���R�I���D���W�U�H�H���V�R���W�K�D�W���L�W���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H���P�R�Y�H�G�����7�K�H�\���W�K�H�Q���S�O�D�F�H���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�N�H�\�¶�V��
favorite nuts inside the gourd. 
 
When the monkey discovers the gourd, he will slip his hand in and grab a handful of nuts. He 
�Z�L�O�O���W�K�H�Q���W�U�\���W�R���S�X�O�O���K�L�V���K�D�Q�G���R�X�W�����E�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�L�V���I�L�V�W���L�V���O�D�U�J�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���K�R�O�H�����K�H���Z�R�Q�¶�W���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R����
�7�K�H���P�R�Q�N�H�\���Z�L�O�O���N�H�H�S���W�U�\�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���J�H�W���I�U�H�H�����E�X�W���K�H�¶�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���O�H�W���J�R���R�I���W�K�H���Q�X�W�V�����)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����Z�K�H�Q��
the monkey is completely tired out, someone will walk up and throw a net over him and carry 
him off. 
 
What are you holding onto that the Lord told you to let go?  Did you know that if you are not obe-
dient in letting it go�± it can cause hurt, pain, and eventually your own spiritual death? We try to 
hold on to our own thoughts, paths, directions, desires so much that we miss the opportunity for 
the blessings that the Lord wants to give us!  
 
Additional Scriptures: 
 
Matthew 19:16-30  John 12:23-25  
  
 


